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55+ Communities

Boomers Spur Growth,
Seek Other Options As Well

By Jovee Deaton

ThE}-"re coming. Retirees in blue jeans, lugging laptops along with their golf clubs, tennis racquets and season tickets to the symphony. Charlotte may
never be the same.

Where they are headed is the question, though. Are aging baby boomers primarily opting for age-restricted, adult-active communities; compact, walkable
communities or something else entirely? The answer is not clear, but several facts are indisputable: boomer retirees represent a huge real estate market, the
Carolinas are drawing a big chunk of them and adull-active communities are popping up in the Charlotte region.

The first members of the ]m::.r-\'lr"rmrr{! War Il generation will burn 60 next year — the leading edge of a group that totals 78 million. Data from the 2000 cep-
siis reveals what local consultant Dan Chwens calls “a gilant on 12 frefght train® headed straight for retirement-friendly North Caroling. From 1980 1o 2000,
the state’s 63-plus population grew by more than 160,000, 1o 968,048, This marked a 20 percent increase, compared Lo a 13 percent increase in the nation as
awhole, And with the two fastest-growing LLS. population segments being
a0-54 and 4549, the number of retirees calling North Carolina home
undoubledly will continue to climb. One local expert predicts that the
Charlotie area’s population aged 65 and ofder will grow fram 80,000 1o
250,000 by 2030,

N.C. Attracting
People Over 60

The Tar Heel state already is filth in the nation in attracting new residents
over 60, ranking just behind Florida, Arnzona, California and Texas. If counted
logether, North and South Carolina would rank number one. Owens, founder
of the Carolinas Active Retirement Association and publisher of Retirement
Lifestyles in the Carolinas, says retirees are choosing the area for its reason-
abile cost of living, good hospitals and growing ecanomy. They also like our

friendly people, lack ol congestion and serious crime, and outdoor recreation
opportunities, especially goll, “Without the retirees having come to North
Carolina, we wouldn't be seeing as much success in real estate as we've
seen,” he adds.

Many of the Carolinas retirees renre
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moves more attractive

By Hava El Nassi
LSATODAY

other professionals who reach retirement
age. She's widowed, Her three children are
grovn and married. Suddendy, the dream
home in Stafford, V., that she planned to
spend the rest of her life in seems too big
and requires too much maintenance,

moves from the Washington, [C.,

Real estate boom makes

BLUFFTOMN, 5.C. — Patricla Lewis is like many

Bat its value has almost doubled. She cashes in,
exurh and
heads south. She buys a new, smaller home in an

Blacks a growing part of retirement mlgratlon south

active-adult community for far less and basks in
the warmer climate and less harried pace.

1 figured ['oould take that money and dump it
into a home someplace else, a quieter area with
reot a lot of traffic and where there are a lot of ac-
tivities,” says Lewis, 61, a computer program-
mer who retired after 26 years at the Defense
Department. She now lives in Sun City Hilton

B

Head, a sprawling development of homes on la- i, - x
goons, nature trails and golf courses, m 1A |
CUVEI- It's a familiar tale in a graying nation of ;q.i'."l['ﬂ-“:'d'i 5
mare than 63 million people ages 55 and Co n T
older. But until recently, African-Ameni- [ | | aes
) 2 yal
S_l-ﬂr! cans such as Lewis plaved only a tiny role t il l"w gstate desire to ret!
in the fst-growing retirement migration IETRJ vl 2 T

fueled by aging baby boomers. That may be
changing. Blacks' earnings are rising, and 50 are
their homeownership rates. Skyrocketing real
well as

poot
New Life: Warren th'L'rEmE“
worth about $500, mﬂm‘ﬂﬁt

[ W
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to -l_ure
retirees

Boomer:s are
economic boon

By Charisse Jones
USATODAY

The seniors sweepstakes kicks
into high gear this weekend as the
first baby boomers turn 60 and
states, cities and small towns
moumnt ad campaigns to attract up-
and-coming retirees,

States and towns across the na-
tion are stepping up recruiting ef-
forts to persuade boomers to move
there and boost local economies
with their spending power.

Local officials are placing ads, at-
tending retiree conferences and
touting their communities on web-
sites to entice boomers o spend
their golden years with them.

e e
i, adifd wdli WWidils, d wildl-
lotte consultant who works with
cities to recruit boomers and other
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quit working, double previous lev- sion plans. It's like manna

els, says Gene Warren, president of heaven."

a Phoenix economic consulting

firm that helps communities at- i 3

tract retirees. Benefiting from boomers
Among those putting out the | Cities and states billi

welcome mat: | are wooing relo- $340 i
» Mississippi focuses on attract- cating baby

ing boomers and others to 21 cities boomers with

certified by the state as desirable ;;{;ﬁ”ﬁ:ﬁd“’*

communities for retirees. In May,
the Texas Legislature approved a
similar campaign. |

» Morganton, N.C., has bought
advertisements in magazines
aimed at retirees and touts what it
]1?5 to offer thgcg;'mrs at cu-m;_ennms
of AARF, a lobbying group for peo-
ple ages 50 and n!ﬁ%

amount of money

boomers are ex-
ected to inherit

5 rising rapidly:

$11 billion

1950

Source: Mark Fagan, sociology peofirisor
Jacksnamyiiie [ Ala.) Stabe Linbervity

2015

*» The Chamber of Commerce in

By Earl Colle, USA TEDAY

Thomasville, Ga., will have a staff
member working exclusively with
retirees and a “Silver Stars™ pro-
gram in which older residents
recruit others to come live there,

> T!;']E!‘. Texas, lists “10 Reasons
to Retire in Tvler” on its website. It
also sends representatives to other
parts of Texas to encourage winter
visitors to “take a stop and see Ty-
ler” on their way home, says Tom
Mullins, president of the town's
Chamber of Commerce,

In some towns, this next genera-
tion of retirees could help fill an
economic void left by departed in-
dustries, Many boomers, armed

Mw’ﬁ‘!




